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W E L C O M E

What’s in this sample
Real pages from the full packs

Thanks for downloading. This sample has pages from the KS2 Topic Pack, the Timeline & Poster Set and the Colouring &

Activity Pack. Every fact is checked against a named source, listed on the last page.

PACK FOR

Christmas Traditions KS2 Topic Pack Ages 7 to 11, teachers and home educators

Christmas Through Time: KS3 Source & Evidence Study Ages 11 to 14 and GCSE starters

Christmas Traditions Timeline & Poster Set Classrooms, libraries, churches and home

Christmas Traditions Quiz & Trivia Cards Teens, adults, quiz nights and families

Family Christmas Traditions Journal & Story Cards Families, grandparents and grandchildren

Christmas Traditions Colouring & Activity Pack Ages 5 to 9

The full packs are at christmas.traditions.im/shop/.

A B O U T  T H E  F A C T S

Many Christmas customs come with “the story goes” beginnings that nobody can prove, and good sources don’t
always agree. Where they differ, we show each one with its source.
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F R O M  T H E  K S 2  T O P I C  P A C K

The Christmas tree
Write the right word by each number

1

2

3

4

5

A Christmas tree. Our own simplified drawing, not a copy of a real card, object or place.

Word bank: apple · candle · glass bauble · star · tub

Answers: 1. star · 2. apple · 3. candle · 4. glass bauble · 5. tub

The first candles on such trees were recorded by a Silesian duchess in 1611. Blown-glass ornaments were on sale in Britain and the United States
by the 1870s, many made in small workshops in Germany and Bohemia.
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F R O M  T H E  P O S T E R  S E T

The Christmas timeline, part 1
Rome in 336 to the royal tree of 1848

336
The church in Rome begins formally celebrating Christmas on 25 December (Encyclopaedia Britannica:

Christmas)

1494
Sebastian Brant mentions fir branches in houses, in The Ship of Fools (Encyclopaedia Britannica: Christmas)

1605
Fir trees hung with apples are first known in Strasbourg (Encyclopaedia Britannica: Christmas)

1611
A Silesian duchess records the first candles on such trees (Encyclopaedia Britannica: Christmas)

1644
A Parliament ordinance confirms the abolition of the feasts of Christmas, Easter and Whitsun (Historic

England: Did Oliver Cromwell really ban Christmas?)

1660
The Restoration: Christmas is no longer illegal (Historic England: Did Oliver Cromwell really ban Christmas?)

1720S
Hunt the Wren is first written about in the Isle of Man (Culture Vannin: Hunt the Wren, a short history of a Manx custom)

1820
The Hunt the Wren tune is first printed, in Mona’s Melodies (Culture Vannin: Hunt the Wren, a short history of a Manx

custom)

23 DECEMBER 1823
“A Visit from St. Nicholas” is printed in the Troy Sentinel (Encyclopaedia Britannica: A Visit from St. Nicholas)

1843
Henry Cole sends the first Christmas card; A Christmas Carol is published (V&A: The first Christmas card)

1847
Tom Smith patents his first cracker device (V&A: The Christmas cracker)

1848
The Illustrated London News prints the royal family’s Christmas tree (V&A: Victorian Christmas traditions)



F R E E  S A M P L E C H R I S T M A S . T R A D I T I O N S . I M

R E A L LY B Y T E  · © 2026 · Personal use · christmas.traditions.im 5 / 6

F R O M  T H E  C O L O U R I N G  P A C K

A Christmas cracker
With a paper hat

a motto

Tom’s son Walter added the paper hats.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

This is a free sample from REALLYBYTE. This file is for your own personal use: print as many copies as you need for yourself and your
household. Please don’t resell it, re-upload it or share it publicly. For club, school or commercial use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

All drawings, charts, puzzles and layouts are REALLYBYTE’s own original work. Drawings are our own simplified pictures: not photographs or
copies of real cards, objects or places, not to scale, and not copied from any print, photo or book.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against the source pages below on 30 Oct 2026. Where sources give different figures, we show each one
with its source rather than picking one.

Encyclopaedia Britannica: Christmas: www.britannica.com/topic/Christmas
Encyclopaedia Britannica: Christmas tree: www.britannica.com/plant/Christmas-tree
Historic England: Did Oliver Cromwell really ban Christmas?:
historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-designation/heritage-highlights/did-oliver-
cromwell-really-ban-christmas
Culture Vannin: Hunt the Wren, a short history of a Manx custom:
culturevannin.im/media/media%20-
%20Customs%20and%20traditions/Hunt%20the%20Wren/Hunt%20the%20Wren%2

0-%20A%20short%20history%20of%20a%20Manx%20custom.pdf
Encyclopaedia Britannica: A Visit from St. Nicholas: www.britannica.com/topic/A-
Visit-from-St-Nicholas
V&A: The first Christmas card: www.vam.ac.uk/articles/the-first-christmas-card/
V&A: The Christmas cracker: www.vam.ac.uk/articles/the-christmas-cracker
V&A: Victorian Christmas traditions: www.vam.ac.uk/articles/victorian-christmas-
traditions

Not affiliated with Encyclopaedia Britannica, the Victoria and Albert Museum, The Postal Museum, The National Archives, Historic England, English Heritage, the Royal
Collection Trust, the BBC, the Met Office or Culture Vannin. Their names are used only to identify the sources quoted. All pictures are our own simplified drawings, not
photographs and not copies of real cards, objects or places.

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s an eraser, and he’s busy rubbing out the bits he got wrong), but we can.
Problems with your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email info@reallybyte.com.

More free Christmas facts and games: christmas.traditions.im


